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Is That of the Numismatic Society—Houses 
Fascinating Coin Collection. ° 


f 


. 


By DOROTHY DAYTON. ev 
One of the smallest and. most unusual museums in the 
world will be opened to the New York public this afternoon, as 
one of the group of museums at Broadway and 156th street, 
which also includes the Hispanic and Geographical Society 
museums, the American Academy of Arts and Letters and the 


Indian Museum. 


The new, and smallest, museum is that of 


the American Numismatic Society, which houses only coins 


and medals. Ait 

Here may be found examples of 
the coins used by man for barter 
and exchange, from the first money 
known, dating back to about 750 
B. C. up until the present time— 
coins from every country in the 
world, as well as a good collection 
of crude primitive money from wun- 
c’ ‘lized and semi-civilized tribes. 

In addition to this most represen- 
tative collection of coins in the 
world, the.museum also has probably 
the best collection of medals. In 
this gathering are examples of virtu- 
ally every medal awarded for hero- 
ism or conspicuous service by vari- 
ous modern government, many Na- 
poleonic medals, and even such re- 
cent ones as a copy of the Lindbergh 
medal 

The museum was established in 
1910,,but is little known to the aver- 


age New Yorker, although persons 
infected with the coin collection 
virus have known and loved it for a 
long time. It occupied at first only 
a small room, but today a handsome 
new addition is opened to the public 
—a beautiful and impressive room, 


panelled in Italian walnut, with row 
after row of coin cases, arranged 
according to period and race. 


Coins Housed in Bins. 


Above the main museum is a vault, 
which contains bin after bin, all 
filled with ancient and historic coins 
—hundreds of thousands of them all 
told. 

In the main museum the visitor 
may see currency in many curious 
shapes and sizes—the ancient Baby- 
lonian mediums of exchange, the 
wampum used by the _ Indians, 
bricks of tea, once used as mediums 
of exchange by the Mongolians, in 
addition to coins used in the days 
of Philip of Macedon, Alexander the 
Great and Cleopatra. 

These early coins of Greece con- 
tained pictures of the gods and god- 
desses, but later rulers immortal- 
ized themselves on the coins of the 
realm, and some of these likenesses 
of little known rulers are such 
clever character drawings that there 
ig no doubt of their authenticity as 
attempted portraits from life. 


Caesar and Cleopatra may be seen 
here, 
That there is a genuine likeness in 


the world of the enchantress of the 
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‘Nile Pomies an new to many, but you 
may see it at the Numismatic So- 
ciety rooms. Of course it can’t be 
proved, but students of coins have 
no doubt that it actually is a por- 
trait of the Queen of Egypt, the 
Ptolemy queen of Greek descent, | 
and. not, as many have said, a black 
or even dark woman. If this is 
Cleopatra, this lady on the coin, she 
looks oddly modern, for the is wear-. 
ing her hair in a little knot at the 
nape of her neck which would pass 
as quite a up-to-date coiffure at any | 
fashionable gathering today. | 


As She Appears Today. 


‘ 
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“She ‘wasn’t so pretty, but she had 
it,”” the director explains. But as a 
matter of fact, the portrait, in pro- 
file on the coin, has retained down 
the centuries a certain quality of | 
almost girlish appeal. It is a strong 
face, however—possibly too strong 
for beauty, and the nose is decidedly 
hooked, a strong nose, which, with 
\the brow and chin, show her Grecian | 
ancestry. The chin is particularly 
pronounced—a decidedly out-thrust, 
determined chin. She certainly 
boasted no mere prettiness, but the 
little portrait is fascinating. 

You might expect this coin to be) 
the most expensive in the museum, | 
but it isn’t. In fact, it’s a compara- | 
tively -cheap one, for in Egypt so| 
much early money has been dug up, 
as well as in Asia Minor, that the 
|eoins are not rare. The most expen- 
sive coin in the place is one of our 
own civil war coins, one of the two 
Confederate coins struck in the Con- 
federate mint in New Orleans before 
that city fell. 

In most museums the majority of 
visitors are women, but this is one 
museum that appeals most strongly 
to. men and boys. Schoolboys are 
particularly devoted to it, and whole 
classrooms come to be interested in 
history. The girls, however, don’t 
care so much for it. 
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the New York Sun. We have not called this to your attention before a 
asked that you ‘include it, because our ‘Museum has been in the course of 
\ ae enna during the past year, and only recently has again been enone 
to the ‘public, It is now open daily from 2 to 5 P.M. including Sundays — 

_ (but not the holidays of christmas, New Year and the Fourthof July). If — 
you could see your way clear to adding the name of our eer ee those . 


already listed by you, we should. greatly apy eciate the courtesy, < at 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary. 
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‘Street, open daily, ce) . M 
Admission free. 

American Museum of Natural History, Sev- 
enty-seventh street and Central Park West, 
open daily, 9 A, M. to 5 P. M. Sundays, 
uP. ee to pees eager free. 

quarium, Battery Park, open eve 
A. M. to 4 F. M,. Admiasionhfres, Pat 

Art Center, 65-67 East Fifty-sixth street 
open daily from 10 A. M. to 6 P. M., exce 
Sunday. Admission free. 

Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn Parkway and 
Washington avenue, Brooklyn. Open daily, 
10 A. M. to 5 P. M. Sundays, 2 to 6 P. M. 
Admission free, except Mondays and Fridays, 
when charge is 25 cents. 

Fraunces’s Tavern, Broad and Pearl streets, 
open daily, 9 A. M. to 4 P, M., except Sun- 
days. Admission free, 

Gracie Mansion, branch museum of the 
Museum of the City of New York, Highty- * 
eighth street and East River, open daily, 
except Mondays, 11 A. M. to 5 P. M.; Sun- 
day, 2 to 5 P. M, Admission free, except 
Fridays, when charge is 25 cents. 

Museum of French Art, French Institute 
in the United States, 22 East Sixtieth street, 
open every day from 10 A. M. to 5 P, M., 
except Sunday. Admission free. 

Living Art Gallery, New York University, 
100 Washington Square Bast, open daily, 8& 
A. M. to 9 F. M., except Sundays and holi- 
days; Saturdays, § A. M. to5 P. M. Ad- 
mission free. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth avenue 
and Highty-second street, open daily, 10 A. ae 
to 5 P. M.; Saturdays and holidays, 10 A. M. 
to 6 P. M. Sundays, 1 P. M. to 6 P. M. 
Admission free,except Mondays and Fridays, 
when charge is 25 cents. Cloister Branch, 
698 Fort Washington avenue, open daily,’ 
'ineluding holidays, 10 A. M, to 5 P. M.; 
Sundays, 1 P. M. to 6 P. M. Admission free, 
except Mondays and Fridays, when charge is 
25 cents. 

New York Historical Society, 170 Central 
Park West. Open daily from 10 A. M. to 5 
FP. M., except Sundays. Open holidays from 
1 PP, M. to 5 P. M., except July 4, Thanks- 
giving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. m 

New York Zoological Park, Bronx Park, 
Open 10 A. M, to half an hour before sunset, 
Admission free, except Mondays and Thurs- 

days, when charge is 25 cents. No charge 
on legal holidays, 

Peaceful Arts Museum, 220 Hast Forty- 
second street, open daily, 10 A. M. to 5 
P. M., except Sundays and holidays. Admis- 
sion free. 

Roerich Museum, 310 Riverside Drive, open 
daily, 10 A. M. to 5 P. M. Admission free. 

Roosevelt House, 28 East Twentieth street, 
open daily, 10 A. M. to 5 P. M.; Sundays, 
1 P.M. to 5 F. M, Admission 25 cents 
Monday to Friday. Children with teachers 
free. 

Van Cortlandt Museum, Van Oortlandt 
Park, 245th street, open weekdays, 10. A. M. 
to 5 P. M. Sundays, 2 to 5 P. M. Admission 
free except on Thursdays, when a feet of 25 
cents is charged, to include tea in the an- 
cient kitchen. 

Washington Headquarters, West 160th 
street and Edgecombe avenue, open daily, 
9 A. M. to5 P. M. 
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suitable for ernitay. 
fairs. Sometimes the ros 
with lilies of the valley. Sometimes 
a few roses, lilies of the valley and 
an orchid ef two are put together in 
a lovely bouquet. : 

Gardenias can be counted on to 
please almost any woman. Made 
up ina sort of trailing garland, they 
ave very lovely. These, too, can be 

~orn both in the daytime and in ‘the | 
evening. 

Some ‘girls, and many older women, 
have developed 4 special fondness for 
certain flowers, and nothing pleases 
them more than to receive a corsage 
of this favorite flower of theirs, 
whether it be especially fashionable 
or not. Pansies and violets are often 
in this class, and you will be able ‘to 
get almost any flower at present. 
Spring flowers are. brightening up 
all the florist shops right now. 

Loose cut flowers have a special 
appeal to the hostess. She may wear: 
a few of them and use the others 


her home. Among the loveliest bas- 
kets made up for Christmas giving 
are those filled with yellow and blue 
blooms. Tyey include African daisies, 
delphiniyms, yellow snapdragons, 
ye! roses and a few sprays of 
Queen Anne's lace, or even some 
bachelor’s buttons, 


Winter Baskets, 


Euphorbia is sometimes arranged 
in gift baskets for Christmas, It is 
& wintry flower, and is combined 
usually with much green and some 
of the winter berries or straw flow~ 
ers, 

Altholigh poinsettias are so very ob- 
viously Christmas flowers, they are 
none the less appreciated by Christ- 
mas hostesses. And, of course, the 
extravagant gift, which appeals so to 
luxury-loving New Yorkeres, is a box 
or basket of orchids. 


2... wer ee 


our 


s re 
Che theres. 
Sa 


NEW YORK 


EDITOR'S OFFICE March 


The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway, at 156th Street, 
New York City. 


Gentlemen: 

Please accept my thanks for your 
kindness in sending a card for the 
display of the Antolian Expedition 


pictures on April“nine, which rl ‘shee 
enjoy. 


YOUrS  CUruLy. 


Harold M. Anderson. 
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